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CARMEN A. TRUTANICH, City Attorney (SBN (86629X)
TAYO A. POPOOLA, Deputy City Attorney (SBN 134564)
COLLEEN M. COURTNEY, Deputy City Attorney (SBN 134187)

200 North Main Street

700 City Hall East

Los Angeles, California 90012
Telephone Number (213) 978.8069
Facsimile Number (213) 978.8214
E-Mail: Colleen.Courtney@lacity.org

Attorneys for Defendant
CITY OF LOS ANGELES

SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA
IN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES

MJ COLLECTIVES LITIGATION

LIBERTY BELL TEMPLEII, INC., a
California Religious Corporation et. Al;
Robert Edward Forchion; Fitz Albert Thomas
also known as Ali Rasa I; Charquant Leyou;
Felicia Estrada; Ote Bell also known as Akim,

Plaintiffs,
Vs.

CITY OF LOS ANGELES, a government
entity, DOES 1 through 50, inclusive,

Defendants.

Case No.: BC433942 (LEAD CASE) and
ALL RELATED ACTIONS

Case No.: BC442491
(Assigned to Hon. Anthony J. Mohr)
Dept.: 309

DECLARATION OF DEPUTY CITY
ATTORNEY COLLEEN COURTNEY IN
SUPPORT OF DEFENDANT CITY OF
LOS ANGELES’ OPPOSITION TO
PLAINTIFFS’ EX PARTE APPLICATION
FOR ATEMPORARY RESTRAINING
ORDER

DATE: July 29, 2010

TIME: 10:00 .m.
DEPT. : 309
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DECLARATION OF COLLEEN COURTNEY

I, COLLEEN COURTNEY, declare as follows:

1. I am personally familiar with the matters set forth in this Declaration and if called as 4
witness could testify competently thereto.
2. I am an attorney duly authorized to practice law in the State of California and before this

Court. I am a Deputy City Attorney for the City of Los Angeles and am one of the attorneys assigned to
represent the City of Los Angeles (“City”) in these related MJ Collective actions.
3. On July 28, 2010, at approximately 9:55 p.m., I accessed the website of the Liberty Bell
Temple II (“Liberty Bell”) at www.libertybelltemple.com. I reviewed the “menu” on that website/
which contained pictures of various marijuana plants bearing names such as “chocolope” “free for all”’
“abusive og kush”, “Massachusetts Super Skunk”, Kali~ Mist”, Mustang Mist”, Cinderella 99, Sour
Bubble”, among others. Attached hereto as Exhibit A are true and correct copies of Liberty Bell’s homg
page screen and the menu screen I reviewed, which includes photographs of the marijuana plants
mentioned above.
4, On July 28, 2010, at approximately 10:47 p.m., during my review of the Liberty Bell
website at www.libertybelltemple.com, I also noted a screen advertising a “’Hotto Lotto/Reefer Rafle
(sic)”, described as a Rastafarian Reefer Raffle, a copy of which is attached hereto as Exhibit B.
S. That same website screen (Exhibit B) lists a navigation bar on the left side of the screen.

Under the heading “Delivery Service”, is the word “TWITTER”. I accessed the “TWITTER” heading
and printed the entries contained in that file which are numbered 1 though 85. Those entries reflect a
mobile delivery service in various parts of the City which, on occasion, advertises that “free grams” will
be available at certain locations in the City. For example, the TWITTER entries state:
e Entry number 34 states “[t]he weedmobil is headed to the LIBERTINE tonight, 8210}

Sunset.”

e Entry Number 41 states “[t]he weedmobil will be picking potheads up HOLLYWOOD

12/31 and taking them to the HEMP MANSION”.
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e Entry Number 42 states “[t]his New years weekend the Weedmobil will be at two
different MANSION PARTIES.” '
o Item Number 43 states “[r]ide the weedmobil up the Hill to the Hemp Mansion Party on
sat NOV. 28™.”
e Item No. 44 states [t]he weedmobil will be cruising Hollywood Blvd., tonight.- Gram|
special.”.
¢ Entry No. 54 stafes “smoking a phatty on n. western ave.”
e Item Number 56 states the “weedmobil will be at the LAJEMM Harvest Festival — On|
Hollywood Blvd., giving away free grams of weed.”
e Item 60 states “[tJonight the WEEDMOBIL will be at the Dub Club (Exhoplex) in Echo
park, giving away free grams!!”
6. The DUB Club, the site mentioned in Item Number 60 above, is a live music complex
located at the ECHOPLEX located at 1154 Glendale Boulevard. Attached hereto as Exhibit C an excerpt
from the website of the DUB Club.
7. Attached hereto as Exhibit D are true and correct copies of printouts of the screens from|
the Liberty Bell website regarding the “History of LBT”, a Liberty Bell discount coupon advertising]
nothing over $55.00, and Liberty Bell’s Mission Statement.
8. Attached hereto as Exhibit E are true and correct copies of the website screens from the
Liberty Bell website regarding the “Healing Hour”, which the website describes as an event that takes
place during the hours 4:20-5:20 p.m., on Monday, Wednesday and Friday, where “during this hour
1/8’s will be 4 grams.” Also attached as Exhibit “E” is a Liberty Bell invitation to a “Cannabis Chess
Championship”, and pictures of Liberty Bell Staff.
9. Attached hereto as Exhibit F is an excerpt from the Liberty Bell website “MYSPACE
screen which advertises a monthly Rastafarian Reefer Raffle for a “$4.20 entrée free (sic)” you will bg
entered into the LBT REEFER RAFFLE. If your name is drawn you will receive 1oz of the top herb of
the day. NO FLOWERS OVER $55.”
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10. Edward Forchion aka NJWEEDMAN?”, one of the named plaintiffs in this action, also
promotes a site known as “NJWEEDMAN PROMOTIONS”. On July 29, 2010, at approximately 12:32
a.m. [ accessed the website for NJWEEDMAN PROMOTIONS”, at www.njweedmandpromotions.com.

Attached hereto as Exhibit G are true and correct copies of the screens I viewed from that website which
display an advertisement for a “Sexy Scorpion Party”, “Bongs and Thongs”, hosted by Ed Forchion aka
the NJWeedman, i.e, a “Hemp Mansion Party”. That promotion states that NJWeedman achieved “cul
status” by smoking the herb in front of the Liberty Bell and that “[h]is legal medical marijuanaj
dispensary, the Liberty Bell Temple on Hollywood Boulevard in Hollywood, CA has served to propell
his cult status.” Exhibit G also has an advertisement stating “Coming Out of the Cannabis Closet with
NJWeedman & QUE”, “Live From Liberty Bell Temple.”

I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the foregoing is

true and correct. Executed on July 29, 2010 at Los Angeles, California.

COLLEEN COURTNEY
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(323) 798 - 4813 Address: 5642 Hollywood Blvd., Hollywood, . .
Ca 90028 LibertyBelTemple@yahoo.com Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of

Oirections
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ollow the WEEDMOBIL on Twitter.

FOLLOW THE WEEDMOBIL
www TWITTER com/WEEDMOBIL

publisher profie

= I -~ HEALING HOUR -

4:20 - 5:20

For more than 10 years [Kendall Gibson] has fived in segregation al the Greensville
Correctional Center, spending at least 23 hours every day in a cell the size of a gas station §
hathroom. In a temporary home for the worst of the worst - inmates too violent or disruptive to
live among the rest of society's outcasts - he has been a permanent fixture. He is there, he
sa;f{s not for his crimes but for a crime he will not commit - a crime against God. (READ
WHOLE STORY HERE)

RASTA'S CAN USE MARIJUANA RELIGIOUSLY
The U.S, Court of Aggeals for the Ninth Circuit ruled on February 2, 1996 that under the Religious Freed

ana for b

Restoration Act of 1993, Rastafarian defendants should be allowed to show that they use mari us
i] v, Ba
1 C

fide religious reasons in their defense against charges of possession of marijuana (I
No. 94-30073, 96 C.D.0.5. 756, 1996WL42240 (9th Cir. 1996); http://www.taw.vill edu/t
/9th/opinions/9430073.htm; Reynolds Holding, "Rastafarian Pot Could Be Legal ” San Francisco
February 3, 1996, p. Al4; "Marijuana For R.eéPwous Reasons,” Washington Post, February 5, 1996,
POT SHOPS Associated Press, "Court: Rastafarians Can Hold Marijuana,” wacago Tribune, February 4, 1996, p. 9).

Acting on two t:lig)s, police initiated an investigation of manjuana trafficking §
from Mexico to Bilings, Montana. As a result of the m\fests‘g?anon, 26 people

were indicted in November 1982 on & number of charges, including conspiracy
to manufacture and distribute marijuana, money Iaunﬁermg, use of firsarms ¥
relation to drug trafficking, and possession with intent to distribute manjuana.

Three of the defendants, Calvin Treiber, Dawn Meeks, and Lexi Bauer,
appealed on the grounds that they possessed the marijuana in the course of§
gractac‘zng their religion, Rastafarianism, The Court of Appeals found that™
astafarianism is a recognized religion that considers marijuana a sacrament.

In 1993, Meeks had requested the district court to provide funds for expert:
testimony on the use of marijuana in Rastafarianism. The district court denied
that motion and granted a government motion to prevent any religious
defense to the charges. The defendants' trial started on Qctober 3, 1993. On
November 17, 1993, the defendants notified the court that President Clinton

£
D, i
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had signed the Religious Freedom Restoration Act on November 16, 1993, The

Act declares that “'governments should not substantially burden religious ]

exercise without compelling justification,” i.e. government interest. Further, the Act allows for persans
find that a law does "substantially burden” their free exercise of religion to present evidence of such at
(P.L. 103-141; 42 U.5.C. 2000bb-1). The district count refused to reconsider its ruling an the governme
motion.

Past-conviction, the defendants argued that laws reguiating marijuana greatiy interfere with
fastafarians to practice their religion. The district court ruled that “the govermmaent has an ov
in regulating marijuana.” The colirt quoted a 1967 Fifth Circult decision: Tt would be difficul
harm which would result if the criminal statutes against maribiue W G
right to possess and traffick in this drug for religious purpose |
faws would be meaningless, and enforcement impossible” (lesry v. .5,
on other grounds, 395 U.S. 6 (1969}

The Court of Appeals three judge panel was unanimous that the defendants should have been aflowe
Preserxt evidence of their religious use of marijuana at trial. Judge Jobn T. Noonan, Jr., writing for the cc
ound that under the Religious Freedom Restoration Act, the government would be required to show that
burdens on the defendants' religion were in the course of furthering the government's interest and that
taws were the “least restrictive means of furthering that compelling government interest.” While the defend
may use the religious ax'?ument in their defense of simple possession charges, Noonan wrote that the s
argument cannof be applied to other charges of conspiracy to distribute, possession with intent to distrib
and money laundering. "Nothing before us suggests that Rastafarianism would require this conduct,” he wr
Noonan ordered that the defendants be retried on the simple possession charges. At such trial, Noonan wr
the government can challenge whether the defendants are Rastafarians. "It is not enough in order to enjoy
Fr'otect'ions of the Religious Freedom Restoration Act to claim the name of a religion as a protective clo
Joonan wrote. "Neither the government nor the court has to accept the defendants’ mere say-so."

The defendants appealad on a number of other grounds, including inappropriate peremptory challenges to

jury by the prosecution, misleading jury instructions, and selective prosecution. The Court of Appeals foun
grounds for any of these arguments.

RELATED LINKS:
MARIJUANA CHURCH
RELIGIOUS 1SF DEFENSE
FORCHION Vs USA

Liberty Beli Temple

fob2 1745 15

Hit counter provided by hit counter site
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Don’t worry about yoﬁur job, learn about tt
THC test and how to pass a drug test.

Copyright © 2009 LIBERTY BELL TEMPLE 11 All rights reserved
Lil

bertyBellTemple2@yahoo.com 5642 Hollywood Blvd. Hollywood, CA 90038 |
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0 Posted: Mon Mar 03, 2008 2:59 am

Be sure to visit NJweedman at:
5642 Hollywood Bivd., Hollywood, CA 90038

WE ACCEPT DONATIONS ONLY
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